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digital class materials.  

2020 WHISTLEBLOWER 
LAW SYMPOSIUM 
Whistleblowers and Frauds of the New Decade: FinTech, 
Crypto-Currencies, and Other Hot Areas of Enforcement

 PRESIDING:
 Michael A. Sullivan, Program Chair, Finch McCranie, LLP, Atlanta, GA

8:15 BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE FALSE CLAIMS ACT AND THE SEC, CFTC,  
AND IRS WHISTLEBLOWER PROGRAMS 

 Michael A. Sullivan

8:30 PROTECTION OF WHISTLEBLOWERS (AND PROTECTION 
 AGAINST WHISTLEBLOWERS) – EMPLOYMENT LAW AND OTHER 

PRACTICAL ISSUES
 Moderator: Edward D. Buckley, Managing Partner, Buckley Beal, Atlanta, GA
 Leslie A. Dent, Littler Mendelson, P.C., Atlanta, GA
 Alexis Ronickher, Partner, Katz, Marshall & Banks, LLP, Washington, DC

9:10 CRYPTO-CURRENCIES AND OTHER NEW AREAS OF ENFORCEMENT 
RELATING TO MODERN TECHNOLOGIES 

 Moderator: Michael A. Sullivan
 Christopher Ehrman, Director of Whistleblower Office, Commodities Futures 

Trading Commission (CFTC), Washington, DC
 David Oakland, Commodity Futures Trading Commission (CFTC),  

New York, N.Y.
 
9:55 UNTAPPED WHISTLEBLOWER OPPORTUNITIES: CFTC’S EFFORTS 
 TO ATTRACT WHISTLEBLOWERS AND PURSUE WHISTLEBLOWER-

INITIATED CLAIMS  
 Christopher Ehrman, Director of Whistleblower Office, Commodities Futures 

Trading Commission (CFTC), Washington, DC
 James “Jamie” McDonald, Director of Enforcement Division, Commodities 

Futures Trading Commission (CFTC), Washington, DC

10:30 BREAK (Excluded from Webcast)

10:45 EFFECTIVE SEC WHISTLEBLOWER CLAIMS AND SEC ENFORCEMENT – 
FROM ALL PERSPECTIVES    

 Moderator: Michael A. Sullivan
 Justin C. Jeffries, Associate Regional Director for Enforcement, U.S. 

Securities & Exchange Commission (SEC), Atlanta, GA
 Walter Jospin, Finch McCranie, LLP, Atlanta, GA (former SEC Atlanta  

Regional Director) 
 Aaron Lipson, King & Spalding, LLP, (former Associate Director of 

Enforcement in the Atlanta SEC Regional Office), Atlanta, GA
 
11:45 THE FCPA — A COMPLIANCE ESSENTIAL FOR DEFENDANTS AND AN 

OVERLOOKED BASIS FOR WHISTLEBLOWER CLAIMS
 Moderator: Michael A. Sullivan
 Rohan A. Virginkar, Partner, Foley & Lardner LLP, Washington, DC
 John A. Horn, King & Spalding, Atlanta, GA

12:20 BRIEF REMARKS BY GEORGIA’S TOP FEDERAL OFFICIALS ON THEIR 
GOALS FOR FALSE CLAIMS ACT ENFORCEMENT

 Hon. Bobby Christine, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Georgia, 
Augusta, GA

 Hon. BJay Pak, U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Georgia, Atlanta, GA
 Hon. Charles E. Peeler, U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Georgia, 

Macon, GA

1:00 HOW TO HANDLE QUI TAM CASES IN GEORGIA: WHAT TO EXPECT  
FROM GOVERNMENT ATTORNEYS IN GEORGIA WHEN YOU HAVE A  
QUI TAM CASE  

 Moderator: Emma Cecil, Finch McCranie, LLP, Atlanta, GA
 Neeli Ben-David, United States Attorney’s Office, Atlanta, GA
 Thomas Clarkson, United States Attorney’s Office, Savannah, GA
 Todd P. Swanson, United States Attorney’s Office, Macon, GA           
 Sara Vann, Assistant Attorney General for the State of Georgia, Atlanta, GA
 
1:40 FALSE CLAIMS ACT – HOT ISSUES & RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
 Moderator: Tejinder Singh, Partner, Goldstein & Russell, P.C., Bethesda, MD
 Jillian Estes, Morgan Verkamp LLC, Cincinnati, OH
 Bethany L. Rupert, King & Spalding, Atlanta, GA
 Benjamin C. Wei, U.S. Dept. of Justice, Washington, DC

2:20 FALSE CLAIMS ACT – ETHICAL AND LEGAL DILEMMAS FOR RELATOR 
AND DEFENSE COUNSEL    

 Moderator: James J. Breen, The Breen Law Firm, Alpharetta, GA
 Neil V. Getnick, Getnick & Getnick, New York, NY
 Robert Brennan, Parker Hudson, Rainer & Dobbs, LLP, Atlanta, GA
 Thomas D. Bever, Partner, Smith Gambrell & Russell LLP, Atlanta, GA

3:20 PREPARING FOR TRIAL AND TRYING WHISTLEBLOWER CASES  
 Moderator: Brandon L. Peak, Partner, Butler Wooten & Peak LLP, Atlanta, GA
 Michael J. Moore, Pope McGlamry, Atlanta, GA
 James J. Breen, The Breen Law Firm, Alpharetta, GA
 J. Marc Vezina, Vezina Law Group, Lake Orion, MI

4:00 ADJOURN
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 6 CLE HOURS INCLUDING  |   1 ETHICS HOUR  |   1 PROFESSIONALISM HOUR  |   3 TRIAL PRACTICE HOURS
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REGISTRATION FEE: $250 (ICLE does not accept registrations via email or fax.) 

PAYMENT OPTIONS
ONLINE: www.gabar.org/whistleblowers • Using the link, log into your State Bar of Georgia account to access the ICLE Registration page. 

MAIL: ICLE • PO Box 117210 • Atlanta, GA 30368-7210 (mail check payable to ICLE along with this completed page)
   

REGISTRATION POLICY 
Please be advised that ICLE does not issue cancellation refunds or exchanges for webcast programs.  

Duplicate registrations may result in multiple charges to your account. A $25.00 administrative fee will apply to refunds required  

as a result of duplicate registrations.

WEBCAST 
C L I C K B E LOW 

 TO R E G I S T E R:
www.gabar.org/whistleblowers

 Q U E S T I O N S :
 icleregistration@gabar.org 

 678-529-6688 

NAME ___________________________________________________________________________________________ GEORGIA BAR # ________________________________

FIRM/COMPANY __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL ___________________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  ________________________________________

BILLING ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY __________________________________________________________________________STATE ____________ ZIP CODE ______________________________________

 I have enclosed a check [payable to ICLE] in the amount of $________ (see fee above)
 I authorize ICLE to charge the amount of $________ (see fee above) to my   MASTERCARD   VISA   AMERICAN EXPRESS

*CCV # (Credit Card Verification Number/Security Code)
MC/Visa: A three-digit number on the back of your card. 
AmEx: A four-digit number on the front of your card.
 
ICLE does not accept registrations via email or fax. 

Account #:                                                                                    

Name (on card)  _______________________________________________________________________________

CCV #*: Expiration Date:

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

SPECIAL REQUEST:
  I have an impairment under the ADA, 

I understand I must notify ICLE  
immediately at icleregistration@gabar.org 
or 678-529-6688 to make arrangements.

MAIL PAYMENTS: 
ICLE • PO Box 117210 • Atlanta, GA 30368-7210 
(mail check payable to ICLE along with this completed page)
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